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N6i dén Phat gido, nguoi ta nghi ngay dén dao Tir bi ciru khd. Ma hinh anh ctru khé tiéu
biéu tuyét voi nhat thiét tudng khong ai khac hon la duc Bo-tat Quan Thé Am, hay Me
hién Quan Am. Vi vi Bo-tat ndy c6 ddy du phim chat ciia mot ngudi me trong tat ca
nhitng ngudi me. Hinh nhu trong moi trai tim ciia nhitng nguoi con Phat thuan thanh -
nhét 1a gii Phat tir binh dan - khong ai la khong khong c6 hinh anh dang t6n kinh cua vi
Bo-tat glau 1ong bi man ndy. Mdi khi ndi vé Ngai, tua ho chung ta ai cling blet nhung c6
1& khong ai dam cho 13 minh d3 hiéu biét day du tat ca. Thé nén, trong bai nay ngudi viét
Xin giéi thiéu cu thé d6i nét chan dung ciia Bo-tat mot lan nita, dé gitp dai chung quan
chiém.

Trude hét hiy noi vé danh hiéu cua Bo-tat. Thong thuong cac kinh dién ké vé 8 danh hiéu
cua Ngai nhu sau: 1/. Quan Thé Am Bo-tat; 2/. Quan Ty Tai Bo-tat; 3/. Quan Thé Ty Tai
Bo-tat; 4/. Quan Thé Am Ty Tai Bd-tat; 5/. Hién Am Thanh Bo-tat; 6/. Quan Am(*) Bo-
tat; 7/. Ctru Thé Bd-tat; 8/. Quan Am Dai SI.

Trén day 14 nhitng danh hi¢u phd bién ma nhiéu ngudi thudng biét ddi véi vi Bo-tat nay.
The thi c6 nhiing kinh dién chu yéu nao dé cap dén xuat xu, vi tri va nhitng hoat dung cua
Ngai?
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l. Chuing ta thay dai khai hanh trang ctaa Bo6-tat qua cac
kinh

1. Theo kinh Dai A-di-da thi Ngai 1a Thi vé bén trai, con Bo-tat Dai Thé


http://phatphaponline.org/kinh/Audio/Thuyet Phap/Bo Tat/

Chi 1 Thi vé bén phai cta dic Phat A-di-da lo viéc ctru d6 chung sinh trong thé giéi Ta-
ba. Ca 3 vi dugc goi chung la Tay phuong Tam Théanh (3 vi Thanh ¢ phuong Tay). Va tra
xu chinh thirc ctia cac Ngai la cdi Tay phuong Tinh d§. Pham khi chung sinh gép tai nan
ma chi thanh niém danh hiéu Quan Am Bo-tét, thi lap tirc Ngai dén noi ciru gitp. Do thé
ma Ngai duoc dirc hiéu 1a Quan Thé Am Bo-tat (Vi Bo-tat chuyén ling nghe am thanh -
cau ctru - cua thé gian).

2. Theo kinh Phap Hoa, phim Ph6 Mén thi Ngai ¢ 33 hoa than, tir than Phat, Doc giac. .
dén than dong nam, dong nir. Ngai thuong van dung 14 nang lyc vo Gy dé ctru vt chung
sinh thoat khoi ach nan, hodc dap mg nhitng yéu cau chinh dang khi nao chung sinh
thanh tdm niém dén danh hiéu cua Ngai.

3. Theo kinh Thu Lang Nghiém thi phap mén tu cua vi Bo-tat nay la Nhi Can Vién
Thong, nghia 1a tai Ngai c6 thé dugc st dung nhu nim can khac. Ngai phat tdm tu hanh
noi phap hoi cua duc Phat Quan Thé Am, va dirc Phat nay da tho ky cho Ngai khi thanh
Phat s& c6 Phat hi¢u giéng nhu minh. Do d6 ma Ngai ¢ hiéu 1a Quan Thé Am. Dong thoi
vi BO-tat niy ciing c¢6 32 tmg than gidng nhu kinh Phap Hoa da mo ta.

Chd khic nhau 1a kinh Phap Hoa ke dén 33 {ng than, con kinh Lang Nghiém thi liét ké
32 {ing than. Ngoai ra, hai kinh nay con giébng nhau mot diém nira 1a cung mo ta vé 14
dic vo iy ctia vi Bo-tat ndy. SO lugng va ndi dung cta cac diic vo Uy ndy gan y hét nhu
sau.

4. Theo kinh Thién Thu Thién Nhan Pai Bi Tam Da-la-ni thi Ngai da thanh Phat tor doi
qué khir cach nay vo lugng kiép, hiéu 1a Chanh Phap Minh Nhu Lai, nhung vi nguyén lyc
Dai bi, mudn lam loi ich cho chung sinh nén Ngai hién than Bo-tat dé dé dang hoan thanh
dai nguyén. Thé nén, ngoai danh hiéu Bo-tdt Quan Am nhu chiing ta thuong nghe, c6 doi
chd con goi 1a Phat Quan Am 1a vi vay.

5. Theo kinh Nhat Thiét Cong Dirc Trang Nghiém Vuong thi Ngai 1a Thi vé ciia dirc Phat
Thich-ca.

6. Theo Mat gido thi Ngai la hoa than cua dic Phat A-di-da.
7. Theo kinh Hoa Nghiém thi dao tra‘lng cua Ngai (”1’ nai BO Pa Lac trén ]aién Nam Hai. bo
1a d61 nét so luge veé hanh trang cua Bo-tat Quan Am ma céc kinh da dé cap dén. Bay gio
chung ta s€ ban ro thém mdt s6 van dé cu thé khac.
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Il. Cudéc d&i Ngai qua cac phwong dién
1. V& tin ngudng Quan Am

Tin ngudng nay phat xuét tir An D9, Tay Viec, sau d6 nho cong tac phién dich kinh dién
ma n6 dugc truyen sang Trung Qudc, Téay Tang, Nhat Ban, Triéu Tién, Viét Nam v.v..



Ban kinh ¢ dé cap dén Bd-tat Quan Am 14 kinh Phap Hoa Tam Mudi, gdm 6 quyén, do
Chi Cuong Luong Tiép dich vao nim Ngii phung thr 2 (255) triéu dai nha Ngé thoi Tam
Qudc. Pay 14 bo kinh dwoc dich som nht 14 loai nay. Sau d6, Tric Phap Ho dich Chanh
Phap Hoa Kinh Quan Thé Am Phé Mén phdm vao nim Thai Khang thir 7 (286). Roi
Cuu-ma-la-thap dich Diéu Phap Lién Hoa Kinh Quan Thé Am Bo-tat Phé Mon pham vio
nam Hozng Thi thir 8 (406) doi Diéu Tan.

Bit ngudn tir cac kinh dugc phién dich ra chit Han ké trén ma sy tin ngudng Quan Am
dan dan phat trién manh. Tai Tdy Tang, nén tin ngudng niy réat thinh hanh. Lat-ma gi4o
cho réng durc Pat-lai-lat-ma duoc tai sinh nhiéu doi chinh 1 hinh anh héa than cia Bo-tat
Quan Am. Ngoai ra, cac nudc khac tai Chau A, chiu anh hudng cua Phat gido Bic truyén
thi hinh anh Bo-tat Quan Am tuong trung cho me hién ctru khd, duge nhiéu nguoi thanh
kinh tin tuéng va rat myc ton sing.

2. V& diéu dung ctia Quan Am

Vé strc uy than diéu dung cta vi Bo-tat ndy theo kinh Phap Hoa thi thuong c6 33 hién
than nhu sau: 1/. Than Phat; 2/. Than Boc Giac; 3/. Than Duyén Giac; 4/. Than Thanh
Vin; 5/. Than Pham Vuong; 6/. Than Pé-Thich; 7/. Than Ty Tai Thién; 8/. Than Pai Tu
Tai Thién; 9/. Than Thién Pai Tudng quan; 10/. Than Ta Thién Vuong; 11/. Than Thai
tor cua Tu Thién Vuong; 12/. Than Nhan Vuong; 13/. Than Trudng gia; 14/. Than Cu si;
15/. Than Té quan; 16/. Than Ba-la-mén; 17/. Than Ty-kheo; 18/. Than Ty-kheo-ni; 19/.
Than Uu-ba-tic; 20/. Than Uu-ba-di; 21/. Than Nit chta; 22/. Than Pong nam; 23/. Than
Déng nir; 24/. Than troi; 25/. Than Réng; 26/. Than Duoc-xoa; 27/. Than Can-that-ba;
28/. Than A-tu-la; 29/. Than Khan-na-la; 30/. Than Ma-hﬁu-la-gié; 31/. Than Nguoi; 32/.
Théan Phi nhan; 33/. Than Than Cam Kim Cuong.

D6 14 nhitng hoa than ctia Quan Am Bod-tat. Pong thoi Ngai con co 14 ning luc V6 uy
khac nira phat sinh hiéu dung khi ndo ching sinh thanh tdm niém danh hi¢u cta Ngai, ma
kinh Phép Hoa ciing nhu kinh Lang Nghiém di mé ta nhu sau: 1/. Chung sinh khd ndo
trong 10 phuong thanh kinh niém danh hi¢u Ngai, lién dwoc giai thoat; 2/. Chung sinh
gap lira dir..., lira khong thé thiéu dbt; 3/. Chung sinh bi nudc cudn troi..., nudc khong
thé nhan chim; 4/. Chiing sinh vao x 4¢ qui..., 4c qui khong thé 1am hai; 5/ Chung sinh
gip dao truong..., dao truong lién giy; 6/ Chung sinh gdp ac qui, ac than..., thi chiing
khongg trong thay, 7/. Chung sinh bi gdng cum, x1eng xich..., thi x1eng x1ch dugc thao
ra; 8/. Chung sinh khi vao dwdng nguy hiém..., gidc cudp khong thé cudp_ doat; 9/.
Chiing sin tham duc..., lién dit khoi tham duc; 10/. Ching sinh nong gian. . hen dut hét
nong gian; 11/. Chung s1nh mé am. .., lién dit het mé am; 12/. Chung sinh mudn ciu con
trai..., lién duoc con trai; 13/. Chung sinh mudén cau con gai.. , lién duoc con gai; 14/.
Chung sinh niém danh hi¢u Quan Am thi dugc loi ich bang nle;m tat ca cac danh hiéu
khac.

Do 1a 14 diéu dung ma dirc Bo-tat ndy dung dé hoa giai ach nan, ban phat an hué cho
nhirng ching sinh nao c6 long tham tin doi voi Ngai.

3. V& hinh tuong Quan Am



Trude hét hiy noi vé gidi tinh cua Ngai, thong thuong duge thé hién qua 2 hinh thir,
hoac la Nam tinh, hoac la Nir tinh.

- Nam tinh: Phat giao Tay Tang tho Bo-tat Quan Am theo hinh thirc Nam tinh. Dong thoi
tuong truyén tir doi Pudng trd vé trude cac nude Phat gido khac tai Chau A ciing tac
tuong Ngai theo hinh thirc Nam tinh.

- Nit tinh: Theo sach Trang Nhac Uy Pam thi tir doi Duong tro vé sau, cac nudc chiu anh
hudng Phat gido Trung Hoa, khi tac twong Ngai déu dung hinh thire Nir tinh.

Ngoai ra, 3 chi phan khéc 1a dau, mat, va tay cia Bo-tat thong thuong dugce minh hoa nhu
sau:

* Dau: T mt dau, 3 dau, 5 dau, nghin dau, cho dén 84.000 dau.
* Mat: Tu 2 mat, 3 mat, cho gién 84.000 mat.
* Tay: Tu 2 tay, 4 tay, cho dén 84.000 tay.

4. V& nhitng ngay ky niém

Nhu tit ca ching ta déu biét, dic biét vi Bo-tat nay hing nim cé dén 3 ngay ky niém, dé
la ky niém céc ngay sinh nhat, xuat gia va thanh dao:

* Ngay sinh nhat: nhﬁm ngay 19-2 al.
* Ngay xuat gia: nham ngay 19-9 al.
* Ngay thanh dao: nham ngay 19-6 al.

5. Vénoi cu tra

T4t nhién, do strc than thong di¢u dung va do ban hoai ctru khd chung sinh nén vi Bo-tat
niy ludn ludn cé mit & khip moi noi mdi khi c6 ngudi thanh tam cau nguyén, nghia la co
cam thi c6 ing. Nhung theo 18 thong thuong, ching ta thiy cac kinh ky tai vé& noi cu tra
ctua Ngai nhu sau:

*0 Tay phuong Tinh d¢: theo kinh A-di-da.
* O nti Bo-da-lac trén bién Nam Hai: theo kinh s¢ Hoa Nghiém s& . i
* O nti Phd Da, tinh Chiét Giang, Trung Qudc: theo kinh Quan Thé Am Bo-tat ctru khd.
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lll. Quan Am lién hé v&i Chuan-dé
Bay gio xin trinh bay vé mdi quan hé giira Bo-tat Quan Thé Am va Bo-tat Chuqén—dé.
Chuan-dé 1a tr phi€n am cua chit phan Cundi, chit ndy con dugc phién dm 1a Chuan-chi,

Chuén—r}é, co nqghTa‘ la thanh/tinh; noéi cho du 1~2‘1 Chuan-dé Quanqu,‘ Chuén—déz Ph@t Mau,
Phat Mau Chuan-dé hay That Cu-chi Phat Mau. Nhu vy, Chuan-dé hay Chuan-dé Quan



Am chinh 12 mot trong nhirng danh hiéu cua Quan Am Bo-tat. Theo Thét Cu-chi Phat
Mau Chuan-dé Da-la-ni kinh thi Than vi Bo-tat ndy c6 mau vang trang, ngdi kiét gia trén
dai sen, c6 hao quang toa sang xung quanh, minh méc thién y, trén dau trang diém ngoc
anh lac, c6 18 tay déu deo vong xuyén, gbm c6 3 mat Vi Bo-tat nay chuyén ho tri Phat
phap va bao ho nhu:ng chang sinh ¢6 mang sdng ngin ngui dugc tho mang lau dai. Phap
mon tu hanh cua vi Bo-tat nay 14 tri tung bai chi: "Nam mo tat da nam, tam miéu tam bo
da Cau chi nAm, dat diét tha: an, chiét 1& chu 1 chuén dé ta ba ha".

Néu ai chi thanh tri tung bai cha trén thi s& tidu trir tai hoa, diit hét bénh tat, dat dugc
thong minh..., nhan dugc mot ludng hio quang chiéu dén lam tiéu tan t6i chudng, tho
mang lau da1 tang trudng phude dic: dong thot duoc chu Pht, Bo-tat gia bi, doi doi
kiép kiép xa lia 4c thu, mau chong ching déc Vo thuong Bo-dé.(1)

Thién tong xem vi Bo-tat nﬁy chi la mot danh hi€u khac cia dirc Quan Am nén rit ton
sung.. Con tong Thai Mat ¢ Nhat Ban thi xép Ngai vao dia vi Phat, xem 1a Phat mAu.
Nhung téng Dong Mat ¢ Nhat thi thira nhan Chuan-dé 1a mot trong 6 danh hiéu Quan
Am, thudc Lién Hoa bd. Sau danh hiéu nﬁy la: 1/. Thién Tha Quan Am; 2/. Thanh Quan
Am; 3/. M3 Pau Quan Am; 4/. Thap Nhit Dién Quan Am; 5/. Chuan-dé Quan Am; 6/.
Nhu Y Luan Quan Am.

Theo Chuan-dé Pai Minh Da-la-ni kinh thi vi dé hoa d6 ching sinh ma dic Quan Am
ung hoéa than vao trong luc dao. Ngai ngy tri & Bién Tri Vién thudc Hién do Thai tang
gi61 Man Tra la(2).

O day xin giai thich thém vé tir "Phat Mau" ma ¢ trén da dé cép.

Phat Mau (Buddha-matri, Budhdha-matar) bao gdm 4 nghia nhu sau: 1/. Chi cho Ma-da
phu nhan (Maha-maya) thin mau cta Phat, hoic chi cho Ma-ha-ba-xa-ba-dé (Maha-
prajapati) di mau cta dirc Thich-ca; 2/. Chi cho Bat-nha-ba-la-méat (pan??-paramita). Vi
Bat-nha (tri tu¢) co thé sinh ra tat ca chu Phat, nén Thién tong xem Bat-nha 1a Phat mau
(me ctia chu Phat); 3/. Chi cho phap. Vi chu Phat 1y phap lam thdy, do phap ma thanh
Phat, cho nén goi phap 1a Phat mau; 4/. Chi cho Phat nhin ton. Theo Mat gido, day la mot
trong nhirng hinh thirc than cach hoa(3).

* sk ok

Qua hanh trang ctia Quan Thé Am Bo-tat duoc trinh bay trén ddy hinh nhu hoikho thuyét
phuc d6i voi nhdn quang cua gidi khoa hoc. Tin hay khong tin la quyen cua moi nguol.
Nhung néu dé y mot chut, chiing ta s& thdy rang hang ngay trén thé gioi niy khong biét
bao nhiéu Thién tai, chién nan xdy ra, va cling khong biét bao nhiéu tam long tir bi nhén
4i san sang nhudng com x¢ a0 hau xoa diu phan nio nhiing ndi dau thuong théng kho ciia
ddng bao, dong loai. Chirng kién nhitng canh tuong ay, hién nhién ching ta s& khoéng con
ngo vuc gi nita vé diéu dung tir bi ctru khd, ctru nan cta dirc Bd-tat Quan Thé Am ddi véi
thé gian nay./.

Chu Thich:



(*) Quan Am: Tén Nga1 goi du 1a Quan Thé Am, nhu:ng vi ngu:m doi DBuong 6 Trung
Qudc kiéng huy chi "Thé" nén goi tit 1 Quan. Am. R01 tir d6 trd vé sau, nhiu ngudi goi
mdi thanh quen, vi thé ma c6 danh hiéu Quan Am Bo Tat.

(1) (2) (3): Phat Quang Pai Tir Pién, cac trang 4058, 5515, 2619.
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